Explanation of Articles
January 28, 2021 Special Town Meeting
Article 1, Route 113 Right of Way (ROW) Acquisition Authorization:

The Town of Dunstable is proposing improvements along Main Street (Route 113), from the
vicinity of the Main Street/Pleasant Street intersection to approximately 750 feet east of
Westford Street. The project includes roadway widening and pavement improvements; roadway
intersection and access improvements; pedestrian and bicycle accommodation and accessibility
improvements; roadway retaining wall, culvert and drainage system improvements; granite curb
and hot mix asphalt berm installations; highway guardrail, signage and pavement marking
installations; landscaping, and other incidental work.

Project construction will be funded through the State’s 2021 Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) and managed by the Massachusetts Highway Department (MassDOT). The
project is in the late design stage through MassDOT and is currently planned to be bid in the fall
0f 2021. The STIP will fund the construction costs (approximately $4 million) associated with
the project while the Town is responsible for design and acquisition costs. Most of the design
costs have been funded through a previous Town Meeting appropriation.

There are a number of temporary and permanent easements that the Town must acquire to
support the construction of these improvements. These acquisitions must be authorized by Town
Meeting. MassDOT is at a stage in their design process where the Town must begin the
acquisition process in order to keep the project on track; the approval of the Right of Way plans
by MassDOT is in process and is eminent.

The article will authorize the acquisition and appropriate a sum of money (in the process of being
determined) associated with the acquisitions, title work, legal costs, and some design costs.

A table itemizing some of the easements is attached. The full Right of Way plans can be viewed
here:

hups://www.dunslable-ma.eov'fsitesr’g;’ﬁles!whliﬂfxtﬁI_fffuploadsh‘ight of way plans.pdf

Article 2 Lease of Water Tank for Cellular Equipment: The Town recently completed
construction of a water tank at 108 Pleasant Street. The tank was designed to allow for the
installation of cellular communication equipment by outsider cell carriers. The lease of this space
on the tank would generate revenue for the Town’s water department that will defray some of the
costs associated with the recent system improvements ordered by the Department of
Environmental Protection. Because the lease will be longer than 3 years, a Town Meeting Article
is necessary to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a long term lease. The Town solicited
proposals for lease rates last month with responses due in February. A proposal cannot be
awarded unless this Article passes.
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