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Memorandum 
Date:  June 25, 2025 

 

To: Mark Haddad, Town Manager, Town of Groton, MA  

From: Tyler Schmidt, PE, Project Manager, Apex Companies, LLC  

CC: Dave Patangia, PE, Senior Principal, Apex Companies, LLC 

 Hanna Schenkel, Project Engineer, Apex Companies, LLC 

  

Subject: Groton Dunstable Regional High School PFAS Contamination  

 Phase 3 Water Main & Private Water System Hookup Planning Level Costs  

Apex Companies, LLC (Apex) has been continually supporting the Town of Groton (Town) with the Groton Water 

System Expansion Project (DWSRF-16819). The project aims to serve the Groton Dunstable Regional High School 

(School) and surrounding properties impacted by Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 

contamination in their drinking water wells.  

Background  
The Town contracted Apex on January 13, 2023 in an emergency, on-call engineering capacity. PFAS testing in the 

drinking water at the School identified levels well above the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection (MassDEP) PFAS Maximum Containment Level (MCL) of 20 parts per trillion (ppt) for a mixture of six 

PFAS compounds (PFAS6).  

The School is a Public Water System (PWS) that treats water from a single groundwater well. The School is located 

in Groton on the town lines of Dunstable and Pepperell. The School retained a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) 

through their consultant, Tighe & Bond, in response to the MassDEP Waste Site Cleanup Bureau’s determination 

that the PFAS groundwater contamination resulted from a 2003 fire on the School’s property (RTN 2-0021961). 

The fire was extinguished with Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), which is a known PFAS source. MassDEP 

determined the School is legally responsible for remediating the water supply at the school and any surrounding 

impacted properties. The School is jointly owned by the Town of Groton and Town of Dunstable.  

The Town and Apex have worked expeditiously with support from the Towns of Dunstable and Pepperell to 

implement a water main extension of the Groton Water System as Phase 1 of a two phased solution to the PFAS 

emergency. Acting based on abutting property PFAS sampling data collected by the LSP in 2023, the Town 

funded, designed, permitted, and bid a water main extension project on Hollis Street, Chicopee Row, Groton 

Street, Kemp Street, and North Street. The project is currently in construction and expected to provide the School 

with water service by October 15, 2025.  

The LSP informed Apex and the Town at a meeting on March 20, 2025 that the observed limits of PFAS 

contamination have expanded since the water main project’s limits of work were conceptualized in 2023. The 

water main currently under construction does not service multiple areas impacted by the expanded PFAS 

contamination. These areas include a portion of Reedy Meadow Road, Raddin Road, Hawtree Way, and portions 

of Kemp Street. Figure 1, included in Attachment 1, shows the area not serviced by the planned Phase 1 and 2 

water mains and utilizes sampling data taken by the LSP as of February 25, 2025. The LSP’s testing area is 

continuing to expand. However, the LSP informed Apex that the expansion is only trending south down Chicopee 

Row, and additional impacted areas appear to be covered by the current Phase 1 water main extension.  
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The Towns of Groton & Dunstable, along with Apex and the LSP, met with MassDEP on June 12, 2025 to discuss 

the PFAS plume spread and the Towns’ obligations now and into the future. Meeting notes are provided as 

Attachment 2. The primary focus of the meeting was to discuss when the site can be closed by the LSP and the 

Town’s obligations for providing water service to impacted properties. MassDEP confirmed it’s the LSP's 

responsibility to determine if the site can be closed, but clarified the minimum threshold required to close out the 

site is that a permanent solution must be in place for all impacted properties and that the contamination at the 

school is contained. MassDEP views the water main installation as a satisfactory permanent solution, provided that 

all impacted properties are offered a free connection. Furthermore, in the context of the Massachusetts 

Contingency Plan (MCP), which governs the LSP’s activities, any property testing with a detectable amount of 

PFAS within the site boundary must be offered a free service, regardless of concentration. Properties testing below 

the prevailing MassDEP Drinking Water Standards for PFAS, currently 20 parts per trillion (ppt) for a combined six 

PFAS compounds, that refuse a free connection will no longer be the Town's responsibility. Properties testing 

above the prevailing Drinking Water Standards at the time of site closure that refuse a free water service will 

require continual treatment at the Town's expense.  

Given these requirements, the Towns of Groton and Dunstable must continue to move expeditiously to provide 

water service and private side hookups to impacted properties as quickly as possible. It is also imperative that the 

Town simplify the process to encourage most properties to agree to a free water service connection, thereby 

preventing ongoing expenses for private water treatment in perpetuity.  

Water Main Expansion  
To provide water service to all impacted properties, Phases 1,  2, and a new auxiliary of Phase 1 must be completed 

to account for the site boundary expansion mentioned above, hereafter called Phase 3. Completion of Phase 1 is 

scheduled for mid-October 2025, excluding final paving, which is expected to occur in the spring of 2026. 

Phase 2 includes installing a water main from Jersey Street in Pepperell to connect to the Phase 1 main on North 

Street in Groton. It also includes connecting the Phase 1 main at the intersection of Kemp Street and Groton Street 

in Dunstable, up Groton Street to Route 113 in Dunstable. The Towns of Groton and Pepperell discussed at a June 

18, 2025, meeting breaking Phase 2 into two parts to simplify permitting requirements with the Water Resources 

Commission by not connecting the Pepperell and Dunstable Water Systems at the intersection of Groton Street 

and Route 113. By installing only the Groton Street water main to the limits of the PFAS site boundary, the first 

part of Phase 2 implementation can be significantly fast-tracked. The first part of Phase 2 will be funded, in part, 

by a $5M federal grant recently awarded to the Town of Pepperell.  

Phase 3 includes servicing several PFAS-impacted properties in areas without a previously planned water main. 

To serve all impacted properties, an additional 7,100 linear feet of water main and associated appurtenances 

would need to be installed on four streets. The four streets and the associated main lengths are listed below:  

1. Kemp Street – 1,200 Linear Feet  

2. Raddin Road – 3,500 Linear Feet  

3. Hawtree Way – 1,000 Linear Feet  

4. Reedy Meadow Road – 1,400 Linear Feet  

Apex recommends a minimum water main size of 8 inches for all four streets to accommodate fire flow demand 

and potential future expansion. Apex has prepared a planning-level estimate for this additional work. The 

planning level estimate is based on the average of the bid results from the Phase 1 water main expansion project. 

The costs include a 15% engineering estimate and a 20% construction contingency. All estimates are in 2025 

dollars and may not be representative of current or future macroeconomic disruptions.  
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Table 1: Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Costs for the Phase 3 Water Main 

 

During the meeting on June 18th, the possibility of designing, permitting, and bidding for both the first part of 

Phase 2 and all of Phase 3 as a single project was discussed. This could increase the economies of scale of both 

projects and ensure faster implementation. Additional efforts will be required in construction to separate the 

grant-funded portion of Phase 2 from the municipal bond market funding of Phase 3. 

Schedule 

Apex prepared a preliminary design and construction schedule for Phase 3. The schedule accounts for a pre-design 

survey and base plan, which will be conducted using a ground-based GPS survey supplemented with GIS data and 

a drone flyover. The drone flyover may be mitigated due to foliage covering parts of the roadway. The survey will 

take place in July 2025. The design phase will consist of developing design plans and specifications and will begin 

immediately after the survey is completed and the base plan is developed. The design phase will span from August 

through September 2025. Permitting will consist of the following:  

 

Item No. Description Units Quantities Unit Price Extended Amount

1

1a Mobilization and Demobilization (5%) ALLOW 1 $130,000.00 $130,000.00

2

2a 6-inch Ductile-Iron Water Main, Class 52 Pipe LF 300 $150.00 $45,000.00

2b 8-inch Ductile-Iron Water Main, Class 52 Pipe LF 7,100 $180.00 $1,278,000.00

3

3a Ductile-Iron Fittings LB. 1,000 $5.00 $5,000.00

4

4a Fire Hydrants EA. 20 $10,000.00 $200,000.00

5

5a 6-inch Gate Valves and Boxes EA. 20 $1,800.00 $36,000.00

5b 8-inch Gate Valves and Boxes EA. 30 $2,800.00 $84,000.00

6

6a 1-inch Corporation Stops EA. 54 $1,500.00 $81,000.00

6b 2-inch Corporation Stops EA. 15 $2,000.00 $30,000.00

7

7a 1-inch Copper Water Service Tubing LF 810 $40.00 $32,400.00

7b 2-inch PE Water Service Tubing LF 225 $60.00 $13,500.00

8

8a 1-inch Curb Stops and Boxes EA. 54 $1,500.00 $81,000.00

8b 2-inch Curb Stops and Boxes EA. 15 $2,000.00 $30,000.00

9

9a Exploratory Excavation (Test Pits) CY 100 $60.00 $6,000.00

9b Excavation of Unsuitable Materials Below Trench Grade (10%) CY 950 $50.00 $47,500.00

9c Rock Excavation (5%) CY 500 $75.00 $37,500.00

9d Select Fill (15%) CY 1450 $35.00 $50,750.00

9e Additional Select Fill Around Water Main (5%) CY 500 $35.00 $17,500.00

10

10a Temporary Trench Pavement (3.5" Depth) SY 5,250 $35.00 $183,750.00

11

11a Full Width Mill & Overlay (2" Depth) SY 23,650 $15.00 $354,750.00

12

12a Restoration of Growth SY 370 $10.00 $3,700.00

12b Silt Sack EA. 30 $155.00 $4,650.00

12c Filter Sock LF 8000 $5.00 $40,000.00

13

13a Uniformed Police Officer Allowance (10 hr. days x $65 per hr. x 2 officers) ALLOW 1 $100,000.00 $100,000.00

13b Variable Message Boards BOARD-WEEKS 15 $500.00 $7,500.00

14

14b Bleeder Manhole & Apprutenances LS 4 $20,000.00 $80,000.00

$2,979,500.00

$447,000.00

$596,000.00

$4,022,500.00

Subtotal

Engineering (15%)

Contingency (20%)

Total

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

EARTHWORK

TEMPORARY PAVEMENT 

PERMANENT PAVEMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  

TRAFFIC CONTROL

CORPORATION STOPS

WATER SERVICE TUBING

CURB STOPS AND BOXES

FIRE HYDRANTS

MOBILIZATION AND DEMOBILIZATION

DUCTILE-IRON WATER MAINS

DUCTILE-IRON FITTINGS 

GATE VALVES AND BOXES
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1. An Environmental Notification Form (ENF) from the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office 

(MEPA). 

2. Two Requests for Determination of Applicability (RDA) applications, one for the Groton Conservation 

Commission and one for the Dunstable Conservation Commission.    

3. A MassDEP Drinking Water Program WS 32 permit for distribution system modifications to expand the 

water main.    

4. A meeting with MassDCR to discuss the specifics of the recently obtained Interbasin Transfer Act Request 

for Determination of Insignificance for additional work on Kemp Street.  

Permitting will begin in July 2025 for work that does not require a completed design, such as the ENF application, 

and will continue through October 2025. Once permitting is complete, Apex recommends waiting until March 

2026 to bid on the project, aiming to secure favorable bids and ensure work begins in the spring. This will avoid 

construction in winter conditions and allow time for the Phase 2 design to be completed by the Town of Pepperell 

and its engineer so the two projects can be combined into one. Construction of the Phase 3 water main is expected 

to take approximately four months, with an additional four months required for final paving. All work is expected 

to be completed by November 30, 2026.  Table 2 below is a breakdown of the schedule described above.  

Table 2:  Phase 3 Water Main Planning Level Design & Construction Schedule 

 

Planning Level Costs for Providing Water Services  
Apex has prepared planning-level costs for providing free water services to impacted properties. Service lengths 

were estimated using available GIS Data. Estimates are from a recent public bid of service replacement in 

Lexington, MA. All provided estimates are in 2025 dollars and may not be representative of current or future 

macroeconomic disruptions. Table 3 below shows the total number of impacted properties based on each road 

and each phase of water main replacement.  

Table 3: PFAS6-Impacted Properties as of February 25, 2025 (as Sampled by the LSP) 

Street 
Properties Testing Below 

20 ppt PFAS62 

Properties Testing at 20 

ppt PFAS6 or Above 

Total Impacted 

Properties 

Phase 1 Water Main 

Chicopee Row 7 21 9 

Groton Street 9 0 9 

Kemp Street 4 4 8 

Total Phase 1 20 61 26 

Phase 2 Water Main 

Groton Street 10 2 12 

Total Phase 1 & Phase 2  30 8 38 

Phase 3 Water Main  

Raddin Road 14 2 16 

Reedy Meadow 12 - 12 

Hawtree Way 7 3 10 

Kemp Street 3 - 3 

Total Phase 3  36 5 41 

GRAND TOTAL 66 131 79 
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1 Number includes the Groton Dunstable Regional High School. 
2 Properties testing above the laboratory reporting limit but below 20 ppt PFAS6.  

Water Service Installation  

Installing a private water service includes trenching through private property; coring through the building 

foundation; installing a street-side isolation valve, water meter, and house-side isolation valve; and connecting to 

the existing plumbing. A pressure-reducing valve is also recommended to meet the pressure the existing 

plumbing is rated for, reducing the potential for leaks. The existing private well will need to be disconnected from 

the system and decommissioned in accordance with MassDEP guidelines. Lastly, a cross-connection survey must 

be conducted by the Water Department to ensure compliance with existing cross-connection regulations.  

Water services can be installed by the Town through a public bid project or by the homeowner and reimbursed 

by the Town. Each approach has tradeoffs. However, the reimbursement option could be less expensive and limit 

the Town's liabilities for work on private property. Apex prepared a planning-level cost estimate based on the 

Town bidding the project through a public procurement. Apex recently bid a public bid project on a private side 

water service replacement project in Lexington, MA, and has recent contractor estimates.    

Table 4: Engineer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Costs for Private-Side Water Connections 

 

Private contracting has the potential to be more cost-effective; however, the specific costs are difficult to 

determine. The costs of water service installations vary significantly by service, the length of pipe required, the 

complexity of yard landscaping, the location of the internal plumbing connection point, and the existing 

conditions of a particular property. Therefore, costs are difficult to determine without conducting site-specific 

surveys. Average construction costs can range between $10,000 and $20,000 per water service.  

Item No. Description Units Quantities Unit Price Extended Amount

1 MOBILIZATION AND DEMOBILIZATION

1 Mobilization and Demobilization ALLOW 1 $65,000.00 $65,000.00

2

2a Pre-Construction Site Meetings  EA. 78 $450.00 $35,100.00

3

3a 1-inch Copper Water Service Piping (Private) LF 5,000 $25.00 $125,000.00

3b 2-inch Copper Water Service Piping (Private) LF 6,600 $30.00 $198,000.00

4

4a 1-inch Ball Valve & Connections and Meter EA. 55 $500.00 $27,500.00

4b 2-inch Ball Valves & Connections and Meter EA. 21 $800.00 $16,800.00

5

5a Exploratory Excavation (Test Pits) CY 420 $75.00 $31,500.00

5b Excavation of Unsuitable Materials CY 100 $45.00 $4,500.00

5c Rock Excavation CY 100 $75.00 $7,500.00

5d Select Fill CY 200 $45.00 $9,000.00

6

6a Asphalt Driveway Restoration (2") SY 2,000 $35.00 $70,000.00

7

7a Additional Restoration (Private Side) ALLOW 100 $2,000.00 $200,000.00

8

8a Silt Sack EA. 10 $200.00 $2,000.00

8b Filter Sock LF 500 $10.00 $5,000.00

9

9a Well Decommissioning EA. 78 $2,500.00 $195,000.00

9b Cross Connection Survey ALLOW 78 $150.00 $11,700.00

Subtotal $1,003,600.00

Engineering (20%) $201,000.00

Contingency (20%) $201,000.00

Total $1,405,600.00

PRE-CONSTRUCTION SITE MEETING  

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

WATER SERVICE PIPING

EARTHWORK 

BALL VALVE AND CONNECTIONS AND METER

PRIVATE PROPERTY EXCAVATION & RESTORATION 
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Next Steps & Recommendations  
The Town of Groton recently authorized Apex to begin designing the Phase 3 water main. Apex requests that the 

Town determine how it plans to complete the private side replacement work, either through a direct procurement 

bid or by reimbursing homeowners who hire an installation contractor privately.  

The Town of Eastham, MA has successfully implemented a reimbursement program through a Town Meeting vote 

of a betterment when building out its water system. While not fully aligned with what the Town of Groton would 

implement, it serves as a foundational basis for a municipality reimbursing private side work to the Contractor 

directly, which avoids financial hardship on impacted homeowners.  

Attachments  
1. Figure No. 1 PFAS6 Concentration Summary Map  

2. Meeting Notes from June 12, 2025, meeting with DEP & LSP  



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment No. 1  
Figure No. 1 PFAS6 Concentration Summary Map 
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Attachment No. 2  
Meeting Notes from June 12, 2025, meeting with DEP & LSP  
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Meeting Notes 
 

Date:   Thursday, June 12th, 2025 at 9:00 A.M. 

Location:   Groton Town Hall 
  Second Floor Conference Room 
  173 Main Street, Groton, MA 

Meeting Title:   Groton Dunstable Regional High School (GDRHS) PFAS - DEP Meeting – (RTN) 2-0021961 

Prepared By:   Hanna Schenkel, Apex Companies 

Attendants:   Mark Haddad, Town Manager, Town of Groton 
  Tom Orcutt, Water Superintendent, Town of Groton 
  Jason Silva, Town Administrator, Town of Dunstable 
  Mary Jude Pigsley, Regional Director, MassDEP 
  Andrea Briggs, Deputy Regional Director, MassDEP 

Mark Baldi, Deputy Regional Director Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup, MassDEP 
  James Perry, PFAS Branch Chief, MassDEP 
  Michael Scherer, Project Environmental Scientist, Tighe & Bond 
  Matthew Wagner, LSP, Principal Environmental Scientist, Tighe & Bond 
  Tyler Schmidt, PE, Project Manager, Apex Companies 
  Hanna Schenkel, Project Engineer, Apex Companies 
 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), the Town of Groton (Groton), the Town 
of Dunstable (Dunstable), Apex Companies LLC (Apex), and Tighe & Bond, the Groton Dunstable Regional High 
School’s (GDRHS’s) Licensed Site Professional (LSP), met at the Groton Town Hall on Thursday, June 12th, 2025 to 
discuss PFAS contamination extents and responsibilities of the Town of Groton and Town of Dunstable as a 
result of the PFAS contamination at the GDRHS. The meeting topics discussed are presented below. 

PFAS Contamination at and around the GDRHS 
• Contamination of PFAS in the groundwater at the GDRHS was discovered in 2021. Tighe & Bond has 

been the LSP for the school since and has been testing the soil and surrounding properties as it works 
to determine the extent of the contamination.  

• The LSP has shared regular status reports with MassDEP. 
• The LSP has defined the extent of PFAS contamination that likely originated at the GDRHS. 

o Apex distributed maps showing the affected properties and detected PFAS concentrations. 
• The LSP is currently conducting quarterly samples. There will be no new properties in the next round of 

sampling. All properties within the boundary are sampled. Detection of PFAS determines the frequency.  
o Four quarters of non-detect PFAS samples at any given property lead to annual sampling until 

the site is closed. Alternatively, any subsequent detections of PFAS will lead to quarterly 
sampling.  

• Based on the available data and groundwater flow pattern, groundwater flow is to the northeast. 
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• There is a different groundwater flow pattern at the properties to the south of the GDRHS; however, 
irrigation from the GDRHS has been used for decades around the area, so the GDRHS cannot be ruled 
out as the source of PFAS contamination at the southern property. 

• Some property owners outside of the defined PFAS plume have conducted private testing for PFAS at 
their drinking water wells. The GDRHS is not obligated to provide water service or a permanent solution 
to these parcels, because they are outside of the LSP-defined boundary.  

Status of Permanent Solutions to Water Supply 
• The Towns of Groton, Dunstable, and Pepperell all got together in 2022 and 2023 to formulate a joint 

resolution to the PFAS contamination event. The agreed-upon solution involved a two-phase water 
main expansion that would result in interconnections between the three Towns. The Groton 
interconnection would be emergency only, while the Pepperell-Dunstable interconnection would be 
permanent. The resulting water system expansion would service all impacted properties, including the 
GDRHS, with clean drinking water.  

• The Phase I original alignment, which is now under construction, was designed to connect all known 
impacted properties, including the GDRHS, to Groton’s water system as of 2023; however, the extents of 
contamination have expanded since the design of the Phase I alignment.  

o Construction of Phase I of the Water System Expansion project is currently in the testing and 
disinfection phase. Customers along the alignment should be able to connect to the new water 
main around October 2025, pending MassDEP Drinking Water Program approval.   

o The project team has been coordinating with MassDEP and will continue to provide updates as 
the chemical booster station start-up progresses. 

• Phase II of the original water main alignment is under design and will interconnect Pepperell and 
Dunstable and extend the water main down North Street and Kemp Street. 

• Based on the new extents of contamination, new water main will need to be installed on Reedy 
Meadow Road, Raddin Road, Hawtree Way, and an additional water main on Kemp Street, to provide 
the opportunity to connect to all impacted properties within the LSP-defined extent to the public water 
system.  

o The additional water main on Kemp Street could be included in phase II of the Water System 
Expansion Project, given its proximity to the proposed work and to avoid a prolonged 
permitting period for Interbasin Transfer Act (ITA) approval.  

• Groton has appropriated $16.8M for all phases of the project.  
o For Phase 1: Groton received loan funding through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

(DWSRF) for up to $12.8M. 
 The project is currently about $500K under budget. 
 Apex previously met with the SRF group at MassDEP to discuss increasing the loan 

amount to add the additional streets to the project. MassDEP denied this option, 
stating that a new application would be required. 

o For Phase 2: The remainder of Groton’s appropriation was intended to be used for Phase II of 
the Water System Expansion Project. However, MassDEP helped Groton and Dunstable receive 
a $5M federal/state grant to fund the Phase II work. 

 MassDEP does not recommend changing the alignment of the water main for these 
earmarked funds, as the EPA is aggressively auditing the use of the funds against the 
original grant requests.  

o Therefore, there is approximately $4M in appropriated funds remaining for the Town of Groton 
to utilize to expand the water main on Ready Meadow, Radin Road, Hawtree Way, and Kemp 
Street as previously listed. 

 Dunstable also has approximately $1.8M authorization remaining. 
 MassDEP discussed that DWSRF loan funding will be very competitive next year. 
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• Groton and Dunstable will need to decide if it's worth applying for SRF Funds 
or to finance the project through the municipal bond market. There are pros 
and cons to each approach.  

Obligations of the Towns of Groton and Dunstable Under the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan (MCP) 

• MassDEP discussed the step-by-step process of determining the GDRHS’s responsibilities for providing 
water service connections or point of entry treatment (POET) systems for properties within the PFAS 
plume area. 

o MassDEP made clear that the responsibility of compliance with the MCP is on the GDRHS and 
its LSP.  

o The LSP determines the extent of contamination. 
 MassDEP did not dispute the LSP findings that the plume extents have likely been 

defined. 
o A permanent solution must be established to close the site. 

 The completion of the water main and offering a free water service connection to all 
impacted properties, regardless of the level of PFAS, is the minimum threshold that 
must be met for the establishment of a permanent solution.  

 MassDEP also wants to see data from the LSP that the contamination at the source 
(the GDRHS) is at, and will remain at, acceptable levels or is remediated.  

• The GDRHS athletic field was rebuilt in 2003. The LSP assessed the source of 
the PFAS contamination and found no concerns. 

• The LSP will monitor impacts on PFAS levels throughout the plume after the 
school’s well is decommissioned.  

Obligations if a Homeowner Rejects a Free Water Service 
• All properties with a detectable amount of PFAS must be offered a free water service. The Towns fear 

that some homeowners will reject the offer because they will need to pay a water bill moving forward, 
while they currently do not and are being offered bottled water or have a Point of Entry Treatment 
(POET) system installed. MassDEP clarified the requirements in this instance.  

• A free water service must be offered to all properties with a detectable level of PFAS. Homeowner 
rejections must be recorded.  

• Temporary solutions, such as a POET system or bottled water, must be provided to all properties with a 
detectable level of PFAS until they are offered and connected to the water system.  

o If the property that rejects has detectable levels of PFAS above the Drinking Water Maximum 
Containment Level (MCL), which is currently 20 PPT for a combined six (6) PFAS compounds, 
the Towns must continue to maintain their POET systems in perpetuity.  

o If the property that rejects has detectable levels of PFAS below the Drinking Water Maximum 
Containment Level (MCL), then the GDRHS must continue to provide temporary solutions 
(bottled water or a POET system) until the LSP closes the site.   

o New Drinking Water PFAS regulations are coming. Any regulation changes will apply to open 
sites.  

o Properties with non-detect PFAS contamination results must continue to be monitored until 
the site is closed. 

  Groton is offering discounted connection rates to these properties. 
• Groton is requiring properties that connect to the water system for free to decommission their private 

well(s). 
o MassDEP endorses this limited approach and recommends that Dunstable do the same, as it 

could keep the PFAS from spreading if its not used for irrigation. However, DEP warned that 
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enacting a local bylaw to prohibit using private wells with PFAS in the water could open the 
door to additional interpretations for other drinking water contaminants. 

Open Discussion  
• MassDEP recommended enacting a bylaw to require new construction to connect to the public water 

system. 
o Groton currently has a bylaw prohibiting new private wells in areas with public water available. 

Dunstable does not have this bylaw. 

 




