


What is Walk Dunstable?

Why do a walk audit?

What we’ve heard so far

Let’s walk!

Debrief & discussion



• A series of “walk audits” to study the walkability 
of Dunstable Town Center

• Individuals and teams observe and evaluate 
conditions 

• Town will work with NMCOG to gather 
observations and identify potential 
improvements. 

• Town can then apply for grants to funds 
infrastructure changes such as crosswalks, 
sidewalks, and intersection redesign. 

Project funded by a grant from AARP and NMCOG technical assistance





• Gather input about 
infrastructure needs and 
investments needed

• Educate community about 
design elements that support 
safety for all

• Understand safety 
improvements that can be 
planned for residents age 8 to 
80 (and beyond!)



 Identify ways to enable people to “stop once” in the Town Center 
and get around without having to drive

 Inspire development of safe streets for all users

 Increase exercise opportunities for people of all ages

 Help reduce traffic congestion and pollution while increasing safety

 Create a sense of place and arrival by visually defining Town Center



DIY Walk Audits
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• Where are there crosswalks, and where are
crosswalks needed?

• Are drivers alerted to crossing locations?

• Are there places to sit, shaded areas, 
shelter?

• Is signage and lighting well-placed and
pedestrian scaled?

• Is the speed limit suitable (and obeyed 
by drivers)?

• Are pedestrians safe from moving vehicles?



With such a large intersection 
and no crosswalks or pedestrian 
beacons, walking here is difficult 
and dangerous

Children can’t safely cross this 
street to travel between their 
homes (in a development on the 
left) and the elementary school 
(seen on the right).



Safe and beautiful, just not
for pedestrians

• High speed traffic

• Trip hazards

• Lack of sidewalks and 
crosswalks

“Lack of sidewalks and safe crossing locations make 

this area unsafe for walking. Areas that were 

particularly unsafe were crossing 113 near 11 Pleasant 

and crossing to the playground from the Farmhouse 

Café and the Police Station.”



Real opportunities…

• Sense of arrival and place

• Highlight historic Town Center

• Creating walking loop

• Access to recreation areas

“Having sidewalks from the center of town down to the 

library on Main Street and down Pleasant Street to 

Pond Street would greatly improve the walkability of 

the area. It would also define and update the town 

center as well as improve safety for pedestrian traffic.”



• Improve crossing, slow 
down traffic at Library

• Create sidewalk from 
Center to Library

• Crossing at 
Main/Pleasant

• Highlight historic 
sidewalk, make 
accessible

• Improve walking for 
students

• Create sidewalk from 
Center to Shaw 
Conservation Area

• Improve seating and 
access

• Potential for walking 
loop?



Pedestrian-scaled lighting Pedestrian island Flashing traffic signs Artistic crosswalks

Curb extension or bulb-out



Protected bicycle lanes and sidewalks

Parklets Road diet

Tree canopy





What is your 
experience of 

getting from place 
to place in the 
Town Center? 

What are your 
biggest challenges 
to getting around 
Dunstable Town 
Center on foot?

Which local 
destinations 

might you want to 
be able to access 

by walking?

Are there unofficial 
“pathways” people 
use for walking on 
that could be made 

into sidewalks?




