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Conservation Commission Minutes
August 8, 2011
Meeting was called to order at 7:40pm by Chair Leah Basbanes    
Members present: Marilyn Pike, Alan Chaney and Jeff Haight
Members absent:  Juan Amodei, Bill Moeller and Judy Larter
Meeting held:  At the Dunstable Town Hall – lower level – Grange Room
Public Hearing–Notice of Intent –Road Commissioners –McGovern Wall Project –Main St.
Leah opened the public hearing at 7:40pm.  Eric Swanson and Jeff Rider from Cuoco & Cormier were in attendance to speak on behalf of the applicant.  Eric explained that the reconstruction of the stone wall will be in the buffer zone.  There will be a grassy swale on both sides of the guardrail that will collect runoff from the road.  They are asking to remove and stock some of the wetland soil which will be re-spread in the same area along with wetland seed mix.  There was some discussion on whether the soil should be removed or if geo-textile should be used to keep damage from construction trucks down to a minimum.  Leah said that removing that much soil would be a significant wetland alteration (over 5,000 sq. ft.) and she is wondering what the DEP review will show.  Silt fence and hay bales will be installed prior to the start of the work.  Jeff explained that the project qualifies as a “redevelopment project”, therefore, does not need to meet storm water management guidelines.  A DEP file number has not been issued; therefore, Eric requested a continuance.  Marilyn made a motion to accept the request for a continuance.  Alan 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  The hearing will be continued to Monday, August 22nd at 7:30pm.  

Adam Frye – Question on Additional Greenhouse
Adam came to the meeting to discuss adding a greenhouse to his property on Pleasant Street/Cross Street.  He said that he was working with NRCS on a grant to fund the project.  Adam had a plan of the area showing where the greenhouse would be located.  The Commission agreed that the land is in agriculture and no altering of the wetlands or change of use would occur, therefore, there is no need to file with the Commission.

611 Hollis Street - Elizabeth Olivera – Barn

Ms. Olivera attended the meeting to notify members that she had the wetlands on her property flagged, as suggested by the Conservation Commission.  She would now like to know if she has to file anything with the Commission.  Members told her that in order to determine that, they would need an accurate sketch of where the wetlands are, where the 100’ buffer zone is and where she would like to place her barn.  Ms. Olivera mentioned that she also would like to remove some trees for a pasture.  It was explained to her that any work whatsoever within the 100 foot buffer zone would need a permit for the Commission.  She will return to a future meeting with a sketch.
Meeting Minutes of July 7, 2011
Alan made a motion to approve the minutes, with noted change, from the July 25th meeting.  Marilyn 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  
Review/Sign Bills and Payroll  
Alan made a motion to sign the certified mail invoice as well as the payroll.  Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.
Open Space and Recreation Plan

The Secretary reported that she received notice that the Open Space and Recreation Plan has been approved through December 2017.  

$2,500 Bond – Farnsworth Timber Cut
The Secretary told the Commission that the $2,500 bond for the Farnsworth timber cut has been returned.  The check has been given to the Town Treasurer.
Flat Rock Hill Culvert

Alan is planning on talking to David Tully about the culvert repair.
Planning Board Special Permit Hearing – August 15th
Alan reminded members that the Planning Board Special Permit hearing for 205-215 Pleasant Street is scheduled for Monday, August 15th.  
Demolition of Garage at Unkety Woods Preserve – Woods Court
Alan talked to Don Clements about the Woods Court garage.  Don will go out to the site and provide an estimate for removal of the garage.

Parking Sign – Woods Court

Alan has the sign and will install it soon.

Alan made a motion to close the meeting at 8:26pm. Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously. The next meeting of the Dunstable Conservation Commission will be held on August 22, 2011 at 7:30pm at the Dunstable Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Mann
Secretary - Dunstable Conservation Commission
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