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Conservation Commission Minutes

June 13, 2011
Meeting was called to order at 7:35pm by member, Alan Chaney    
Members present: Judy Larter, Marilyn Pike, Bill Moeller and Jeff Haight
Members absent:  Juan Amodei and Leah Basbanes
Meeting held:  At the Dunstable Town Hall – lower level – Grange Room
Building Permit – Paula Ayer – 148 Adam Street
Ms. Ayer presented her building permit to the Board for endorsement.  According to a plan she brought to the meeting, there aren’t any wetlands on the property.  Bill and Marilyn had been out to the site 2 weeks prior for another matter and agreed.  Ms. Ayer mentioned that the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife sent her a letter in 2009 stating that construction of her single family house must be conditioned due to state-listed species habitat within the project area.  Ms. Ayer asked for guidance on getting a qualified turtle expert to prepare a construction protection plan.  Judy said that she will see if she can get a list of state approved names and get back to Ms. Ayer.  
Election of Officers 

Alan made a motion that Leah Basbanes remain as Chair for the next year.  Bill 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  Marilyn made a motion that Alan Chaney hold the position of Vice Chair for the next year.  Judy 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.

Hearing on the Town of Dunstable’s Conservation Land and Open Space Regulations and Fine Schedule

Alan opened the hearing at 7:40pm.  No one from the public was in attendance.  The original regulations were adopted at a hearing on April 11th.  Alan explained that after the hearing, a resident notified him that regulation #7 contradicts what has traditionally been allowed on most Conservation Commission’s properties.  Regulation #7 states, “Do not remove, disturb or endanger any bird or other animal. ($100.00 fine).”  Currently bow hunting and fishing are allowed (unless otherwise stated).  The Commission agreed that regulation #7 should be removed.  Judy made a motion to close the hearing at 7:45pm.  Marilyn 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  Marilyn made a motion to remove regulation #7 from the Town of Dunstable’s Conservation Land and Open Space Regulations and Fine Schedule – effective April 11, 2011 and that the document be renumbered accordingly, as per the revised document handed out by the Secretary at the meeting.  Bill 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.   
Meeting Minutes of May 23, 2011
Marilyn made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 23rd meeting with noted change.  Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  
Review/Sign Bills and Payroll

Bill made a motion to sign off on the $53.04 invoice for the City of Nashua (dated 7/1).  Marilyn 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  Marilyn made a motion to sign off on the $22.50 invoice for the Groton Herald for advertising the hearing on the regulations.  Bill 2nd the motion. – Motion passed.  Bill made a motion to sign off on the $1,125 invoice for D. Clement Inc. for the demolition of the Beagle Club building.  Marilyn 2nd the motion.  Alan explained that the original estimate was for $900, however because it was a demolition of a public structure, state statute required the Commission to pay prevailing wages which made it more expensive.  Alan said that the clean concrete was buried and the remaining materials and litter have been removed from the area.  Transfer of ownership may not happen until after July 1st. – Motion passed unanimously.  Bill made a motion to sign the Secretary’s payroll.  Marilyn 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.

Signs – “No Motorized Vehicles” “No Discharge of Firearms”
Alan told Commission members that he will work on getting signs posted in the next couple of weeks.  

Discharge of Firearms Sign

The Secretary will e-mail Danice again to inquire about signs for every road coming into town stating our “Discharge of Firearms Bylaw”.

Hardy Street – Hammertime Construction

The Secretary reported that the resident on Hardy Street decided to hold off on adding a garage to his/her property.  No action needed.
Ms. Hornblower Site Visit

Bill and Marilyn had been out to Kemp Street at the request of Ms. Hornblower to address her concerns with the Commission’s property behind her lot.  Bill reported that there is a tremendous flow of ATV’s going back and forth on our land.  These ATVs have caused a great deal of damage to our property and likely impacted the turtle habitat.  At one corner, a structure was constructed and there is a lot of trash in the vicinity.  Alan will post “no motorized vehicles” signs and be the contact for the Police Department to take them out to view the damaged area.  

Flat Rock Hill Culvert

Alan explained that he will get an estimate from Don Clements to repair the culvert.  This will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

Certificate of Compliance – 631 Hollis Street
The Secretary mentioned that an Attorney representing the owners at 631 Hollis Street had requested a Certificate of Compliance for the property.  The OOC was dated 1992 and a COC had never been requested.  The current owners are Jason & Amy Gerrish.  A site visit is scheduled for Saturday, June 18th at 10:00am.

Turtle Signs/Parking Sign

The Secretary mentioned that she would like to purchase a few turtle signs as well as a parking sign for Unkety Woods Preserve.  Marilyn made a motion that the Secretary be allowed to purchase the signs as well as any office supplies and/or stamps needed before the end of the fiscal year, up to the balance in the fiscal year 2011 expense account.  Jeff 2nd the motion. – Motion passed unanimously.  

Holes on Woodward Mill Pond Parcel

The Commission received a complaint about holes that need to be filled at the parcel near Woodward Mill Pond.  Alan, Bill and Marilyn went out to the site.  The holes were likely caused by beavers and although not large, they need to be filled.  Alan asked that the Secretary contact the Highway Department to see if they can help with this project.

Westford Street Sign

The Commission asked the Secretary to contact David Tully regarding the sign on Westford St. 

Desilet Forest Cutting Plan

The Commission received letters from the Department of Conservation and Recreation and the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife denying the proposed timber cut for the Desilet’s Family on French Court. 

Bob Kennedy

Bob addressed the Commission requesting continued approval to access his property through the Amos Kendall Conservation Area on High Street.  Members had previously given him verbal authorization.  Jeff made a motion that Bob Kennedy be given permission to access his property (by way of motor vehicle) through the Amos Kendall Conservation Area through the end of 2012.  Bill 2nd the motion. – Motion passed.  
Motion made to close the meeting at 8:43pm. Motion 2nd. – Motion passed unanimously. The next meeting of the Dunstable Conservation Commission will be held on June 27, 2011 at 7:30pm at the Dunstable Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl A. Mann
Secretary
Dunstable Conservation Commission
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