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TOWN OF DUNSTABLE ZONING BYLAWS
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

Date Event Zoning Bylaw Change
May 1947 Zoning Bylaw adopted
September 16, 1947 Approval Attorney General approval of Zoning Bylaw

February 26, 1973 Annual Town Meeting Amendment concerning camping districts

September 4, 1974 Special Town Meeting Increased square foot requirements for buildable lots

April 18, 1978 Annual Town Meeting Amended zoning of lot #154-3 as shown on Assessors Map

June 16, 1986 Special Town Meeting 1986 Proposal Adopted
September 16, 1987 Approval Attorney General Approval of new zoning by law

April 11, 1988 Annual Town Meeting Amendment in 11.3.1 requiring minimum of 40,000
contiguous square feet exclusive of wetlands for
each residential lot; Adopted Section 6.6 "Open
Space Development"

September 6, 1988 Approval Attorney General approval of 11.3.1 amendment and 6.6

May 13, 1991 Annual Town Meeting Amended exemptions from earth removal regulations in
Section 15 clarifying removal allowable in subdivisions &
Developments; Provision added to Section 11 Development
Rules & Regulations for sub-division phasing

July 17, 1991 Approval Attorney General approval of amendments to Section 11 and
Section 15

May 11, 1992 Annual Town Meeting Amendment and clarification of Section 6 provisions for uses
permitted in R-1 Single Family District under article #23

June 15, 1992 Approval Attorney General approval of amendments to Section 6

May 9, 1994 Annual Town Meeting Amendment of Section 11.3.3 clarifying frontage require-
ments and addition of Section 11.7. describing provisions
for acceptable BACKLAND LOTS

August 16, 1994 Approval Attorney General approval of amendment to Section 11.3.3
and additional Section 11.7.

May 8, 1995 Annual Town Meeting Amendment of Section 11.7. establishing a special permit
procedure & guidelines for BACKLAND LOTS

June 6, 1995 Approval Attorney General approval of Section 11.7

May 12. 1997 Annual Town Meeting Amendment and additions to Section 11.7 backland lots,
addition to Section 6.6.3(g) Open Space Development &
addition of new definition in Section 20 for “Land Unsuitable
for Development”

August 4, 1997 Approval Attorney General’s approval of amendments to Section
6.6.3(g) and 11.7 and additions to 11.7 and Section 20

May 10, 1999 Annual Town Meeting Amendment and additions to Section 3. Establishment of
Districts and Section 14.5a Preservation of Landscape
& addition of a new section - Section 21 Commercial
Telecommunication Towers

September 2, 1999 Approval Attorney General’s approval of amendments to Section 3,
Section 14.5a and the new Section 21.

May 8, 2000 Annual Town Meeting Amendment to Section 5, New construction and new uses;
Section 15.2.1 Floodplain District and Section 16 definitions

July 26, 2000 Approval Attorney General’s approval of amendments to Section 5
and Section 15.2.1.

May 14, 2001 Annual Town Meeting Addition of new section – Section 11.8 Growth Limitation
August 30, 2001 Approval Attorney General’s approval of Section 11.8
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May 15, 2002 Annual Town Meeting Addition of new Section 6.7 Senior Residential Multifamily
Development; amendment to § 15.1.2 General Regulations
and new § 20.20 Wetlands definition

August 26, 2002 Approval Attorney General’s approval of ATM 2002 zoning amendments

May 10, 2004 Annual Town Meeting Amendment to Section 1, Purposes; establishment of new
Mixed Use District – see Sections 3 and 23; amendment to
Section 6.7 to include Uses Permitted by Special Permit of
the Planning Board including provisions for Bed & Breakfast
establishments; amendment of Section 15.2.2. (b) providing
for a Special Permit procedure before Planning Board in
respect to certain activities in the Floodplain Overlay District

July 12, 2004 Approval Attorney General’s approval - ATM 2004 zoning amendments

May 9, 2005 Annual Town Meeting Amendment to Section 13 providing for temporary signs and
Section 23 amending density provisions for the Mixed Use
District.

August 16, 2005 Approval Attorney General’s approval – ATM 2005 zoning amendments

March 7, 2006 Special Town Meeting Amended Section 2 Zoning Map by deleting the B-1 District
rezoning those parcels to R-1 and renumbering the remaining
maps in alphabetical sequence

June 14, 2006 Approval Attorney General’s approval – STM 2006 amendment

March 7, 2006 Special Town Meeting Amended Subsection 11.8 Growth Rate Limitation by
clarifying dates of applicability and extending the date
provided for its lapse

June 14, 2006 Approval Attorney General’s approval – Section 11.8 amendment

May 14, 2007 Annual Town Meeting Amended 20.18 Definitions – Street, Road or Way by
further clarifying street, road or way in subsections
a & b

August 16, 2007 Approval Attorney General’s approval – Section 20.18 amendment

May 14, 2007 Annual Town Meeting Amended 11.3.1 clarifying development standards
August 16, 2007 Approval Attorney General’s approval – Section 11.3.1 amendment
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ZONING BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF DUNSTABLE

SECTION 1. PURPOSES. Dunstable’s character is defined by its rural quality including
narrow roads, scenic landscape, agricultural uses, low density and appropriately sized housing,
water quality and water bodies, open space, and diversity of housing types. The purpose of
this Zoning Bylaw (the “Bylaw”) is to promote the health, safety, morals, convenience and
general welfare of residents of the Town of Dunstable (the “Town”) while maintaining
Dunstable’s character, protecting its natural resources, and promoting affordable housing for
Dunstable residents; to provide safe, efficient traffic flow to, from and along the streets; to
lessen congestion in the streets; to lessen the danger from fire and flood; to provide adequate
light and air; to prevent overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to
conserve energy; to preserve and increase the amenities of the Town; to conserve natural
conditions and increase resources; to conserve and protect public and private water supply,
including ground water; to conserve and protect storage areas for seasonal or periodic high
water; to conserve and protect public and private bodies of water and water courses; to
facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, drainage, schools, parks, open space and
other public requirements; to conserve the value of land and buildings, including the prevention
of blight and pollution of the environment; to preserve historic sites; to improve and beautify
the Town by encouraging the most appropriate uses of land within the Town; to protect the
community from the effects of unsuitable development; to avoid unsuitable traffic on residential
streets; to facilitate future reuse and redevelopment of property; and to separate or otherwise
isolate property uses which may be conflicting or incompatible.

In accordance with these purposes, the use, construction, erection, establishment, movement,
repair, alteration, enlargement, height, location and occupancy of buildings and structures and
the uses and occupancy of all land in the Town of Dunstable are hereby regulated and
restricted as hereinafter provided, and no development use or occupancy of land shall be
carried on except as permitted herein.
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SECTION 2. ZONING MAP. The map entitled Zoning Map of Dunstable, Mass., (“the map”),
and filed with the Town Clerk, together with amendments thereto and all explanatory notes
thereon, are hereby made a part of this bylaw and incorporated herein by reference. The map
consists of an entire map of the Town of Dunstable indicating the location of all Zoning Districts
listed in Section 3 hereof, together with six detail maps as appendices, showing the location of
all of said Districts, excepting the R-l Single Family Residence District, in relation to lots as
shown on the Dunstable Assessors Maps.

2.1. Boundaries of Districts.

2.1.1. Where the boundary lines are shown upon the map as coincident with the sidelines of
public and private ways or railroads, said sidelines of such ways, etc., shall be the boundary
lines. Where such lines are shown within the sidelines of such ways, etc., the center lines
thereof shall be the boundary lines. Where such lines are shown to be coincident with the
margin of any water course or body of water, the boundary shall be considered to be the low
water mark thereof.

2.1.2. In all cases which are not covered by other provisions of this section, the location of
boundary lines shall be determined by the distance in feet and/or meters, if given, from other
lines upon said map, by the use of identifications as shown on the map, including references to
Assessors’ Maps and public land records, or by the scale of the map and its appendices;
provided that, locations of buildings or other structural features on the maps are included as a
matter of convenience and for reference, and are not intended as monuments superseding the
other information on the maps for purposes of establishing the location of boundary lines. In
the event that the information provided is insufficient or inaccurate to locate district boundaries,
the boundaries shall be interpreted by the Building Inspector.

2.1.3. Where a district boundary line (other than a boundary line for an overlay district if any)
divides any lot existing at the time such line is adopted, the regulations for the less restricted
portions of such lot shall extend no more than twenty (20’) feet (6.096 m) into the more
restricted portion, provided the lot has at least twenty (20’) feet (6.096 m) of frontage in the
less restricted district.

2.1.4. Any change of the Zoning Map shall constitute an amendment of this bylaw and the
procedure for making such a change shall conform to such requirements for amending this
bylaw as are provided in applicable law.


